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“Comprehensive, integrated management of human 
activities based on best available scientific 
knowledge about ecosystem and its dynamics, to 
identify and take action on influences that are critical 
to health of marine ecosystem, thereby achieving 
sustainable use of ecosystem goods and services 
and maintenance of ecosystem integrity.”
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GUIDING PRINCIPLES

• Ecosystem-based Management: U.S. ocean and coastal resources should  
be managed to reflect the relationships among all e cosystem components, 
including humans and nonhuman species and the envir onments in which 
they live. Applying this principle will require def ining relevant geographic 
management areas based on ecosystem, rather than po litical, boundaries.

• Multiple Use Management: The many potentially beneficial uses of ocean 
and coastal resources should be acknowledged and ma naged in a way that 
balances competing uses, while preserving and prote cting the overall 
integrity of the ocean and coastal environment.



• Preservation of Marine Biodiversity: Downward trends in marine biodiversity 
should be reversed where they exist, with a desired  end of maintaining or 
recovering natural levels of biological diversity a nd ecosystem services.

• Best Available Science and Information: Ocean policy decisions should be 
based on the best available understanding of the na tural, social, and economic 
processes that affect ocean and coastal environment s. Decision makers should 
be able to obtain and understand quality science an d information in a way that 
facilitates successful management of the ocean and coastal resources.

• Adaptive Management: Ocean management programs should be designed to 
meet clear goals and provide new information to con tinually improve the scientific 
basis for future management. Periodic reevaluation of the goals and effectiveness 
of management measures, and incorporation of new in formation in implementing
future management, are essential.

• Participatory Governance: Governance of ocean uses should ensure widespread 
participation by all citizens on issues that affect  them.
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~ 3,000 separate reefs

over 900 islands
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DEFINING THE MANAGEMENT UNIT



MARINE SPATIAL PLANING IN THE
UNITED KINGDOM
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MARINE BILL CONSULTATION, 2006
Marine Spatial Planning is principal 
element
Context for linking fisheries 
management, permitting, and nature 
conservation 

IRISH SEA PILOT PROJECT, 2004-05
Experiment with developing marine 
spatial planning process
Understand existing information
Recommendations for future process



MARINE SPATIAL PLANNING IN 
BELGIUM

��������������-��� ����"&� �!"�#$��+�&#�.��#$�/��		 �

MASTER PLAN FOR BPNS,  2004

PHASE 1: 
- Zones for Sand and Gravel
- Zones for Offshore Wind Energy
PHASE 2:
- Bird Directive Zones
- Habitat Directive zones

GAUFRE SCIENTIFIC MSP 
PROJECT, 2003-05



MARINE SPATIAL PLANING IN
THE NETHERLANDS

��������0� �1#$(����2���3�4���$�5��6�

INTEGRATED MANAGEMENT
PLAN FOR NCP 2005-2015
- Economic effective use of 

marine resources
- MSP key tool for achieving this 

objective

NATIONAL SPATIAL STRATEGY
2005-06
- Conservation regime for NCP



LESSONS FROM EUROPEAN EXPERIENCE WITH 
MARINE SPATIAL PLANNING

BENEFITS

� Significant Reduction of 
Conflicts among Users

� Maximum Benefits from Sea 
Use by Encouraging Activities 
to Take Place Where They 
Bring Most Value and Do Not 
Devalue Other Activities 

� Nature Conservation through 
Marine Protected Areas

� Reduced Costs of Regulation, 
Planning, and Management

CURRENT GAPS

� Need for Comprehensive Legal 
Framework

� Need for Continuity

� Need to Link Integrated Coastal 
Management, Water Resource 
Management, and Sea Use 
Management

� Need for International and Regional 
cooperation

� Need for Stakeholder Participation
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