
Debate Rules
The class will  be split into two groups, taking opposing 
stances on either side of a management dispute. 

RED: Group A         BLACK: Group B 

The groups will be assigned to one side of the                  
argument randomly before the debate (after class).  

The 80-minute debate will follow the following format:

• Introductions (Team A and B): 10 mins each
• Rebuttal (Team A and B): 10 mins each
• Questions (Team A and B): 10 mins each
• Concluding Statements (Team A and B): 10 mins each



Debate I: The Argument

A suite of incentives exists for fisheries, NGOs, and 
governments to embrace a framework that includes fishery 
bycatch offsets for seabirds and sea turtles. 

A bycatch management framework based on the hierarchy of 
‘‘avoid, minimize, and offset’’ would result in cost-effective 
conservation gains for many threatened seabirds and sea turtles 
affected by fisheries. 



Debate I: The Argument


