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Wilderness Act of 1964

The Wilderness Act of 1964 was written by Howard Zahniser of The Wilderness
Society. It created the legal definition of wilderness in the United States, and
protected 9.1 million acres (36,000 km?) of federal land. The result of a long effort
to protect federal wilderness and to create a formal mechanism for designating
wilderness, the Wilderness Act was signed into law by President Lyndon B. Johnson
on September 3, 1964 after over sixty drafts and eight years of work.
The Wilderness Act is well known for its succinct and poetic definition of
wilderness:
“A wilderness, in contrast with those areas where man and his own works
dominate the landscape, is hereby recognized as an area where the earth and
community of life are untrammeled by man, where man himself is a visitor who
does not remain.”
When Congress passed and President Lyndon Johnson signed the Wilderness Act on
September 3, 1964, it created the National Wilderness Preservation System. The
initial statutory wilderness areas, designated in the Act, comprised 9.1 million acres
(37,000 km?) of national forest wilderness areas in the United States of America
previously protected by administrative orders. The current amount of areas
designated by the NWPS as wilderness totals 757 areas encompassing 109.5 million
acres of federally owned land in 44 states and Puerto Rico (5% of the land in the
United States)
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Aldo Leopold [1887 - 1948]

Considered the father of wildlife ecology and
a true Wisconsin hero. He was a renowned
scientist and scholar, exceptional teacher,
philosopher, and gifted writer. He is best
known for his book A Sand County Almanac
(1949). The Almanac reflects an evolution of
a lifetime of love, observation, and thought. It
led to a philosophy that has guided many to
discovering what it means to live in harmony
with the land and with one another. He
earned a forestry degree from Yale, joined

5 ; > the U.S. Forest Service, and later taught at the
Umver51ty of Wlsconsm In 1933 he wrote a book, Game Management, which defined
the fundamental technlques for managing and restoring wildlife populations.
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