Seabird Ecology & Conservation (MARS 6040)		Research Abstract

Assignment Description:  The aim of the assignment is to practice summarizing research findings in written format.  To this end, students will write an abstract, summarizing their research presentation.
Requirements:  Students will write an abstract, following these guidelines:
· Length = Up to 250 words
· Assignment will be submitted via email (khyrenba@gmail.com, using title “MARS4040_6040 Project Abstract”) by the end of December 6.  
· Late work will be penalized by 10 % per day (or fraction thereof).  
· NOTE: All assignments must be turned in to complete the course.  

The abstract will be graded as follows:
	Sections
	5 points total

	Title 
	0.5

	Motivation 
	1

	Methods (Briefly) 
	1

	Conclusions 
	2

	Next Research
	0.5
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Oral Presentation Rubric

Category 4 3 2 1
Maintains eye Most of the time | Sometimes has Does not have
contact with maintains eye eye contact with | eye contact with

Eye audience. contact with the the audience. the audience.
Contact audience. Student reads Student reads
notes notes through
occasionally. the entire talk.
Speaks very Most of the time | Sometimes Does not speak
clearly. Very easy | speaks clearly. speaks clearly. clearly. Difficult
Deli for the audience Easy for the Sometimes easy for the audience
elivery . .
to understand. audience to for the audience | to understand.
understand. to understand.

Organization

Very organized
presentation:
easy to follow
logical and
smooth flow.

Mostly organized
presentation:
flow interrupted;
missing
assumptions or
conclusions.

Somewhat
organized
presentation:
flow not smooth;
requires major
logical jumps.

Unorganized
presentation:
sequence does
not make sense.

Speaks very
clearly. Very easy

Most of the time
speaks clearly.

Sometimes
speaks clearly.

Does not speak
clearly. Difficult

Spea ks for the audience Easy for the Sometimes easy for the audience
CIearIy to understand. audience to for the audience | to understand.
understand. to understand.
Mastery of the Mastery of Knowledge of Knowledge of
Knowledge knowledge is very | knowledge clear | material unclear: | material lacking:
of Content clear. Student most of the time | student shows student does not

shows full
understanding of
content during
presentation.

during the
presentation.
Unable to answer
question(s).

grasp of some
key concepts and
ideas, but
missing others.

demonstrate
understanding of
key concepts and
ideas.
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