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Starting SPSS

Tutorial

Type in the data

Create Queries

Open existing            
SPSS file

Open existing            
SPSS file



Starting SPSS ðTop Menu

File:  Input / Output          Edit: Find, Copy / Paste, Undo

View:  Customize View        Data: Define, Sort, Split

Graphs:  Create figures     Utilities: Sets / Scripts

Transform + Analyze:        Manipulate / Analyze Data



Getting Help in SPSS

Tutorial

Help Topics



Getting Help in SPSS



Starting SPSS ðData View

Data View

Allows user                          
to enter                             
and edit                       
data records



Starting SPSS ðVariable View

Variable View - Allows user to define variables



SPSS ðVariable Types

COMMA, DOT, DOLLAR, and 
CUSTOM CURRENCY
These numeric formats read and 
write data with embedded 
punctuation characters and 
symbols. The input data may or 
may not contain such characters. 
The data values read in are stored 
as numbers but displayed using the 
appropriate formats. 



Variable Types

ÅNumeric
ðNumbers (e.g., 7, 0, 120)

ÅString
ðLetters (e.g.,  ôBlueõ, ôSpeciesõ)

ÅCurrency
ðCurrency (e.g.,  Ã20, $34, û56)

ÅDate
ðDates (e.g.,  06 -21-73, 21-Jun-1973)



Creating a String Variable



Creating a Date Variable



Creating a Coding Variable



The 3 rd View ðStats Viewer



Toggling Amongst Views

WINDOW

This menu item allows the user to                    
toggle from one view to the next



The 4 th View ðSyntax Window

Syntax View 

Allows users to type in command lines



Using SPSS

STEP 1:

Enter data into 
data matrix

-Type in manually

- Open SPSS file
(*.sav)

- Import file
(*.xls, *.txt)



Using SPSS 

STEP 2:

Define variables in 
the variable view 

- Types, Names

- Sizes, Decimals

- Labels, Codes



Using SPSS 
Width = # spaces

Decimals = # 
significant digits

Label = Description                 
(e.g., for graphs)

Values = Codes 
(e.g.:  1, male; 2: female)



Using SPSS 

STEP 3:

Calculate Exploratory 
Statistics :

- Select òAnalyzeó 
in Top Menu bar

- Select òDescriptive    
Statisticsó tab

- Highlight       
òFrequenciesó



Using SPSS 

STEP 4:

Select one or more  
variables for analysis



Using SPSS 

STEP 5:

Select one or                                
more parameters


